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Yokohama Children Peace Messengers visit NY to discuss world peace with top UN officials

Four children from Yokohama’s middle and elementary schools had the chance to visit New York City on October 13 for one week as
Yokohama’s “Peace Messengers,” after receiving a Mayoral Award for their submissions to a city-wide speech contest on international
peace. These students representing Yokohama’s youth had meetings with United Nations leaders like Deputy Secretary-General of the
UN Amina J. Mohammed, as well as leaders from UNESCO and the Permanent Mission of Japan to the UN, where they discussed their
thoughts on and deepened their understanding of world peace. On the last day in NY, the students were interviewed by local media at
the Office of the City of Yokohama Representative to the Americas, reflecting on their experiences speaking with UN officials, and their
own personal dreams for the future. Their remarks made clear their strong dedication to learn more about international relations and
world peace. Additionally, through their experiences at the United Nations International School (UNIS) in New York, they were asked for
their opinions, leading to many realizations about the cultural differences compared to Japan.
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20th Anniversary Symposium of the World Bank Tokyo Development Learning Center

The City of Yokohama has been recognized by the World Bank for its leadership in urban development and international cooperation.
Since 2016, Yokohama has participated in the City Partnership Program (CPP), organized by the Tokyo Development Learning Center
(TDLC). In honor of TDLC’s 20th anniversary, a commemorative symposium was held on October 17 and 18 under the theme
“Celebrating 20 Years of Knowledge Sharing for Livable Cities.” On October 17, the Director General of Yokohama's International
Affairs Bureau showcased the city’s initiatives in international technical cooperation through public-private partnerships. Alongside
Yokohama, other Japanese cities participating in the CPP, including Kitakyushu, Kobe, Toyama, Hiroshima, and Fukuoka, also
contributed. The event offered a valuable platform to share Japan’s experience in tackling urban challenges with a diverse audience
of government agencies, academics, and private sector representatives from World Bank member countries. Additionally, on
October 18, Yokohama’s Policy Administration Bureau participated in a session focused on building livable cities, with a particular
emphasis on enhancing citizens’ well-being.
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The 13th Asia Smart City Conference saw more than 2,200 visitors
and participants from Asian cities, international organizations,
corporations, and academic institutions from Japan and abroad.

This year, 90 speakers led and participated in a total of 18
sessions, held at two stages within the conference hall. Fifty
booths were set up to showcase decarbonization solutions, and
the venue was busy with business exchanges between domestic
and international cities and companies. During the closing
session, Mayor Yamanaka, together with representatives from
cities and international organizations, announced the
“Yokohama Declaration,” a pledge of action toward creating a
greener Asia.

Venue decorations were designed with colors from each stage
and included sustainably sourced flowers and scrap wood.

Many visitors came to see the booths for GREENXEXPO 2027
and TICAD9 which were beautifully decorated with flowers.
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